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Keeping child Safe and Together™ with non-offending parent 
Safety        Healing from trauma      Stability and nurturance 

Partnering with non-offending parent as default position  
Efficient              Effective           Child-centered 

Intervening with perpetrator to reduce risk and harm to child 
Engagement              Accountability            Courts 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These principles are the overarching framework of the Safe and together model, The goal is every domestic violence case is to use the principles as a guide. It is ideal for the children to remain safe and together, in the care and custody, of domestic violence survivors. It aids in their healing, survivors are often the best judges of how to keep children safe and it maintains stability for children. This is not a no removal model, but in every case, CPS must attempt to keep children when it is safe to do so in the care of the survivorPartnership with dv survivors is the default position for CPS. She is the best source of information, and the best opportunity CPS has to work towards child safety. It is easier and more effective to begin with partnership, even in cases where survivors have been not wanting to cooperate or in cases that end in removal.There is no intervention available for CPS or survivors that 100% keeps children safe. The only person who can do that entirely is the perpetrator. This is why CPS needs to intervene with them.  Perpetrators through various means, including engaging them, holding them accountable and involving the courts when necessary.



Safe and Together™ Critical Components 

Perpetrator’s pattern 
of coercive control 

Actions taken by the 
perpetrator to harm 

the child 

Full spectrum of the 
non-offending parent’s 
efforts to promote the 
safety and well being 

of the child 

Adverse impact of the 
perpetrator’s behavior 

on the child 

Role of substance 
abuse, mental health, 

culture and other 
socio-economic factors 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The 5 critical components are the ways in which CPS can use the Safe and Together model to organize case-specific information for every case. The details will be different in every case but having them clearly organized in this way improves CPS’ capacity to assess risk and protective factorsTrainer should explain each component and that the 4 days of training will be organized in the same manner as the components.



Why Collaborate? 

We share the same overarching goal: Safe Families 

Different agencies have different missions and can 
provide a unique take on case information 

Shared information keeps DV perpetrators visible 
in all our case practice 

Shared information supports survivors’ strengths and 
efforts to protect their children 



Collaboration: Supporting Families 
Better 

Understanding 
of Roles 

Understanding 
of Limitations 

of Roles 

Opportunities 
to Support 

Families 

Clear 
Expectations of 

Services 

Families Gain 
Clear 

Understanding 
of Processes 



Discussion 

 
 
What do you want your community partners in 
the room to know about your 
role/agency/system? 



Needs for Collaboration 

• Memoranda of Understanding 
• Mutual understanding of statutes, policies, 

practices, time frames, limitations of practice 
• Shared language 
• Mutual respect 
• Open mindedness  
 



Needs for Collaboration, cont. 

• Clearly articulated plans, expectations 
• Discussion of goals 

– Services 
– Outcomes for family members/clients 

• Discussion of child safety 
– Interventions that support child safety 
– Interventions that may interfere with child safety 



Collaboration towards Child Safety 

 
________________ = Child Safety 

 
• Securing child safety is always the goal  
• Each child’s safety needs are unique 
• There is no one or cookie-cutter solution to 

achieving child safety in domestic violence 
cases 



Child Safety in Domestic Violence 
Cases 

Hinders (or may Hinder) Child 
Safety 
• Perpetrators’ patterns of 

coercive 
control/dangerousness 

• Perpetrators’ actions to harm 
children 

• Trauma 
• Environmental factors 
• Perpetrators’ sabotaging of 

resources for children’s 
healing/safety 

• Mental health/substance 
abuse issues in one or both 
parents 
 
 
 

Supports Child Safety 
• Full spectrum of survivors’ efforts 

to promote the safety and well-
being of children: 
– Parenting strengths 
– Protective efforts 
– Safety planning/actions to protect 

children 
– Provides for healing opportunities 

• Children’s safety plans 
• Interventions that decrease 

perpetrators’ risk to children 
• Healing interventions for children 

 



Collaboration Opportunities 

Focus on children’s safety 

Identify strengths in survivors that support children’s safety 

Identify strategies for intervening with perpetrators 

Reassess children’s safety at different intervals 



Barriers to Collaboration towards Child 
Safety 

Victim-centered discussion 
• Focus on revictimization of survivors 
• Focus on survivors’ decision making 
• Focus on survivors’ hopes for her relationship 

Interventions focused only on survivors 
• Court orders of protection 
• Leaving a relationship 
• Utilizing DV services 
• Calling the police 



Discussion 

 
 
 

Why is victim blaming harmful to child safety? 



Safe and Together™ Critical Components: 
Case Discussion 

Perpetrator’s pattern 
of coercive control 

Actions taken by the 
perpetrator to harm 

the child 

Full spectrum of the 
non-offending parent’s 
efforts to promote the 
safety and well being 

of the child 

Adverse impact of the 
perpetrator’s behavior 

on the child 

Role of substance 
abuse, mental health, 

culture and other 
socio-economic factors 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The 5 critical components are the ways in which CPS can use the Safe and Together model to organize case-specific information for every case. The details will be different in every case but having them clearly organized in this way improves CPS’ capacity to assess risk and protective factorsTrainer should explain each component and that the 4 days of training will be organized in the same manner as the components.


	Safe and Together Collaboration Training
	Safe and Together™ Principles
	Safe and Together™ Critical Components
	Why Collaborate?
	Collaboration: Supporting Families
	Discussion
	Needs for Collaboration
	Needs for Collaboration, cont.
	Collaboration towards Child Safety
	Child Safety in Domestic Violence Cases
	Collaboration Opportunities
	Barriers to Collaboration towards Child Safety
	Discussion
	Safe and Together™ Critical Components: Case Discussion

