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Transporting survivors in a state vehicles should not be offered 
as an alternative to our survivors to meet their safety needs.  It 
is not advantageous and justifiable to help achieve their 
goals.   
 

Offices are to brainstorm and to create plans that best meets 
their survivor’s needs while still keeping costs at a minimum.  
Approval of transportation requests should be made on case-
by-case basis after all community resources have been used 
including consideration of utilizing TA-DVS funds or Jobs 
Support Services payments.  (It is the Program Manager 
and/or Branch Operation Manager’s decision on when a 
survivor’s transport is approved.) When 

transportation 
cannot be used:  
• Staff cannot drive 

survivors to a 

location where the 

abuser is at. 

• Staff cannot drive to 

a shelter in a state 

car due to 

confidentiality and 

safety. 

• When there are more 

occupants than the 

maximum allowed in 

the vehicle 

Driving Surviors When 
transportation for 
TA-DVS survivors 
can be used: 
• When there is an 

urgent need for the 

participant to go to 

an appointment and 

there are no 

alternative options. 

• Other methods of 

transportation are 

not available, yet the 

event is critical to the 

family’s safety plan. 

 

 

Use TA-DVS funds for 

transportation if it 

makes more sense to 

go by cab, gas or bus.  

 

Talk to advocates, 

often times they can 

drive survivors. 

Sometimes after investing 
many hours working with 

our survivors and 
creating creative safety 

plans to keep them safe, 
our plans might fall 

through because our 
survivors do not have 

transportation options 
available.  This resource 

sheet, can be used to 
address those concerns 

you may have.   
 

Example of when it’s a good idea to drive survivors:   
Brian lives in McMinnville, Oregon. He is going to Tillamook, Oregon to 

stay with family. The advocates are not immediately available from 

either Tillamook or McMinnville, however, the Tillamook advocate can 

meet halfway. It is after 5:00pm and all public transportation is not 

running so a bus ticket does not work. It would cost too much for a cab 

to drive Brian. He does not have a car, so gas money would not work. 

Brian needs to leave immediately.  

We can drive Brian to the agreed upon location because we looked at 

other resources and this is a last resort decision made by management.    

•  
Things to remember:  
• We should ALWAYS take a second DHS employee for 

safety when transporting TA-DVS survivors.  Do not 
drive alone. Two DHS staff must be present. 

• Verify that the destination is a safe location before 
transporting a survivor. 

• Leadership needs to know the destination and 
expected time of arrival and return. 


