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What is a Safety Concern?? 

 

 

What is a safety Concern:    

The survivor knows best if they are safe or not. Ask questions to 

determine why they are not safe. Refer to the DHS 7802 and 

FSM for more examples.  
 

If there is a fear or concern to their SAFETY – it can be 

considered a safety concern.  

 

Example of Safety Concern: The abuser is in jail.  
 

He has been in jail for 2 months and he has not contacted the survivor. However, the 

survivor does not know when he is getting out and does not feel safe. If he is released, he 

could find her. Therefore, she has a current safety concern.  
 

Example of something not considered safety concern: Alicia is applying for TA-DVS 

against her children’s father. She reports there is no parenting plan or custody agreement 

between the two. Alicia reported that her child’s dad keeps calling her and asking her to 

let him see the kids. She is applying for TA-DVS because she is scared he is going to come 

take the children to spend time with them.  In this situation, there is no threat to her 

SAFETY or the SAFETY of the children.    

Questions to ask to determine safety concern:  

Who are you afraid of? Have they ever put you down or made you feel bad about yourself? 

Have they ever interrupted your life; made you miss work or activities, or missed out on social 

events? Have they controlled your money or decisions? Have they ever hurt you so you had to 

see a doctor? 

 

Remember to refer to the FSM: Chapter 5 TA-DVS Program; Section 6: Non-

Financial Eligibility; Safety Concern OARs 461-135-1200 and 461-135-1235. 

Future Risk of Safety:  

There is a future risk if not addressing the concern now 

makes them have to return to the abuser.  

Example: Brandy is applying for TA-DVS. She left her 

husband one week ago and has been staying with her 

mom. Her husband has not called her. She and the kids 

have been safe with her mother. However, Brandy’s 

mom lives in a senior center and she and the kids 

cannot stay there longer than two weeks. Although she 

is safe at the moment, if Brandy does not find a place 

to live she will have to return home to her abuser. 

Therefore, she has a future risk of further domestic 

violence and we can approve her for TA-DVS. 

 

One time act: Brittany reported 

that she owes her brother money. 

She has not been able to pay him 

and they got into a verbal 

argument about it. He then hit her 

once during the argument. Since 

then, they have not spoken and 

she wants to apply for DV.  

There are further questions to ask, 

you want to determine if there are 

other signs of control or abuse. 

Domestic Violence is a pattern of 

abuse. Is there a pattern? Do they 

often have arguments like this? 

 


