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Guideline to Achieving Permanency  
 
 

 
1-31 Days 

 
31-60 Days 

 
61- 180 Days 
(2-6 Months) 

 
181- 240 Days 
(6-8 Months) 

 
241-365 Days 
(8-12 Months) 

 
366-540 Days 
(12-18 Months) 

 
541-730 Days 
(18-24 Months) 

 
Safety 

 
CPS Assessment, Safety 
Analysis, Child Safety 
Meeting 
 
Develop Conditions for 
Return 

 
Develop 
Expected 
Outcomes 

 
Review Safety Plan 

 
Review Safety Plan 

 
Review Safety Plan 

 
Review Safety Plan 

 
Review Safety Plan 

 
Permanency 

 
Return child home or… 
 
Develop Visit Plan 
 
Assess sibling issues 
 
Begin relative search 
 
ASFA disclosure 
 
ICWA 
 
ID legal parties 
 
Absent Parent Search 
 
Father’s Questionnaire 
 

 
Return child 
home or… 
 
Review Visit 
Plan 
 
Assess sibling 
issues 
 
Continue to 
assess relatives 
 
Protective 
Capacity  
Assessment 
 
OFDM/ 
Develop Plan 
and Concurrent 
Plan 
 
Action 
Agreement 

 
Return child home 
or… 
 
Review Visit Plan 
 
Assess sibling 
issues 
 
Conclude Initial 
Relative Search 
 
FDM/Action Plan 
Review-Discuss 
Plan and 
Concurrent Plan 
progress 
 
90 Day Case Plan 
Review, Discuss 
Plan and 
Concurrent Plan 
progress 

 
Return child home 
or… 
 
Review Visit Plan 
 
Assess sibling and 
relative issues 
 
Assess Adoptability 
 
Protective Capacity  
Assessment 
 
FDM/Action 
Agreement Review-
Discuss Plan and 
Concurrent Plan 
progress 
 
Youth Decision 
Meeting for youth 
+14 Develop ILP 
Plan  

 
Return child home 
or… 
 
Review Visit Plan 
 
Assess sibling and 
relative issues 
 
Begin Recruitment 
 
FDM/Action 
Agreement Review-
Discuss Plan/Con- 
current Plan 
progress 
 
Current Caretaker 
staffing, 
Guardianship Study 
 
Complete 
Homestudy 

 
Return child home or… 
 
Protective Capacity  
Assessment 
 
Review Visit Plan 
 
Assess sibling and relative 
issues 
 
Achieve Guardianship or 
arrange Permanent Foster Care 
if there is compelling reason for 
child to not be returned to 
parent, adopted or placed in 
guardianship plan 
 
File TPR- Mediation 
 
Secure Relinquishments 
 
Adoption Committee 

 
Return child home or… 
 
Protective Capacity  
Assessment 
 
Review Visit Plan 
 
Assess sibling and relative 
issues 
 
Finalize Adoption 
 
Complete Guardianship 
 
Review APPLA Plan to 
determine if higher level of 
permanency can be 
implemented (Adoption, 
Guardianship) 

 
Well Being 

 
Obtain Releases of Info 
 
Well Child exam 
 
Mental health assessment 
 
Order Birth Cert and  SSN 
Card 
 
Early Intervention Referral 

 
Order Birth  
Records 
 
Begin 246 
 
Photograph 
Child/ Parents 
Order prior 
service records 
of parents 

 
Review Mental 
Health/ Medical/ 
Educational needs 

 
Review Mental 
Health/ Medical/ 
Educational needs 

 
Review Mental 
Health/ Medical/ 
Educational needs  

 
Review Mental Health/ 
Medical/ 
Educational needs  
 
Complete 246 
 

 
Review Mental Health/ 
Medical/ 
Educational needs 

 
Administrative 
and 
Legal Tasks 

 
Shelter Hearing 
 

 
Jurisdiction/ 
Wardship 
Case Plan 
(333a and 
310 Series) 

 
CRB 
AAG Initial Legal 
Review  

 
333a, 310 series 
 

 
AAG Permanency 
Legal Review  
 
Permanency 
Hearing 
CRB 

 
TPR Trial 
333a, 310 Series 
 

 
Court Review of PFC 
333a, 310 Series 
CRB 




