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A threat of danger is a specific family condition, behavior, attitude, action or 

circumstance that threatens child safety. The danger threshold is the point at which family 

functioning and associated caregiver performance becomes perilous enough to be 

perceived as a threat or produce a threat to child safety. 

 

For each safety threat considered, apply the five safety threshold criteria specifically to 

the family condition considered in that safety threat. To determine if an impending 

danger safety threat exists, all of the five criteria must be met: 

 

1. Imminent 

Imminence is determined by using the available information learned to date and deciding 

with a reasonable degree of certainty that the threat is likely to occur in the immediate to 

near future if the family condition is not controlled by external methods.   

 

• Consider: Understand when the threats occur in terms of frequency, times of day, 

days of the week, or when the maltreating caregiver is around the vulnerable 

child. These can help with determining if threats are imminent and in creating a 

sufficient safety plan.   

 

2. Severity 
The likelihood that the family conditions, behaviors, attitudes, actions, and/or 

circumstances, if left unchecked, will result in severe harm (effects) to a vulnerable child 

in the near to immediate future. 

 

• “Severe harm” defined: 

1. Significant or acute injury to a child’s physical, sexual, psychological, 

cognitive or behavioral development or functioning; 

2. Immobilizing impairment; or 

3. Life threatening damage. 

• These criteria are considered in terms of potential effect on the vulnerable child.   

 

3. Out of control 

No responsible parent or adult in the home can stop, prevent, or otherwise control the 

family condition/threat. The family condition is out of the family’s control. Primary 

caregivers may be present in the home but incapacitated (emotionally or physically 

related, use of substances, etc.).   

 

4. Observable and specific 

You can clearly describe what is happening that makes the child unsafe (conditions, 

behaviors, actions, or circumstances). Danger is real, can be seen, and can be reported. 
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• Consider: The behavior, motive, attitude, emotion, perception, or family situation 

that creates the threat to safety. Describe the frequency of the threat to safety; 

describe the circumstances that prevail when the threat to safety is active; describe 

anything that stimulates or influences the threat to safety.  

 

5. Vulnerability 
Determine what characteristics of the child result in the child being vulnerable to a 

specific safety threat.   

• Vulnerable child is defined as: 

o A child who is unable to protect him- or herself. This includes a child who 

is dependent on others for sustenance and protection. A vulnerable child is 

defenseless, exposed to behavior, conditions, or circumstances that he or 

she is powerless to manage, and is accessible and susceptible to a 

threatening parent or caregiver. Vulnerability is judged according to 

physical and emotional development, ability to communicate needs, 

mobility, size, and dependence. 

• Consider: The power differential between children and adults; special needs 

including trauma-induced vulnerability; detail how each child is or is not 

vulnerable to a specific safety threat. 
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