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Discussion/Interpretation:  The changes to Policy I-AB.6 were made to reflect 
passage of House Bill 2179 by the 2007 Oregon Legislature.  Passage of HB 2179 
resulted in changes to the Oregon statutes governing the department’s access to the 
Law Enforcement Data System (LEDS) operated and maintained by the Oregon State 
Police.  Current law and these coinciding administrative rules give DHS the authority to 
conduct background checks using LEDS prior to providing written notice to the subject 
individual if and when the LEDS check is conducted in the context of the initial 
investigation of a report of child abuse or neglect.  This essentially means that DHS 
has the option to run a LEDS check on alleged perpetrators and others in the 
household at the point that a report of abuse or neglect is received and before DHS 
personnel respond in person at the location where the abuse is alleged to have 
occurred.  The department is still required to provide written notice to each subject 
individual checked through LEDS in the context of a CPS investigation, regardless of 
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whether or not criminal history was discovered as a result of the check, but the notice 
may be hand-delivered or mailed to the subject individual within seven days of when 
the check was conducted.   
 
Some other important details about this change: 
 

 As always, these rules only apply to the LEDS checks conducted by LEDS 
operators stationed at Child Welfare offices in the field, not to LEDS checks 
conducted by the DHS Criminal Records Unit. 

 
 The authority to run LEDS without prior written notice is limited to LEDS checks 

conducted in the context of a CPS investigation.  LEDS checks conducted after an 
investigation is complete, but before children are returned home, still require 
written notice to the subject individual before the LEDS check is run. 

 
 LEDS checks conducted in the course of approving a home for relative care, foster 

care or adoption still require the signed consent (form 1011f) of the subject 
individual before any LEDS or FBI checks can be conducted. 

 
 If and when notice is mailed to a subject individual, as permitted in these rules, it is 

important to keep a copy of the correspondence and to document the means of 
verifying the individual’s last known mailing address. 

 
Implementation/Transition Instructions:  These changes are effective immediately.    
Those responsible for screening and assessment of abuse/neglect reports must use 
their best judgment when determining if a LEDS check is warranted and, if so, whether 
or not it is necessary to run the check before written notice is provided to the subject 
individual. 
 
Training/Communication Plan: Child Welfare Managers and Supervisors were given 
information about these upcoming changes to policy I-AB.6 as part of the state-wide 
training on the impacts of legislation passed during the 2007 session.  In addition, 
LEDS Operators have been part of an on-going discussion of these changes during 
conference calls routinely hosted by the CAF LEDS Representative in Field Services.  
 
Local/Branch Action Required: Ensure that LEDS checks are conducted without 
prior written notice only when the check is run as part of a CPS investigation of a 
report of abuse or neglect.  Ensure that whenever a check is conducted without prior 
notice, that written notice is provided within 7 days of the date that the check was 
conducted.  If and when notice is mailed to a subject individual following a LEDS 
check, ensure that a copy of the correspondence is kept on file and that documentation 
of the method of verifying the individual’s last known address is maintained.  
 
Central Office Action Required: Provide technical assistance to field personnel.  The 
manager of the Technical Assistance Unit and the Program Analysts in the CPS Unit 
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are available to answer questions.   The manager of the Technical Assistance Unit will 
continue to participate in regularly scheduled conference calls for LEDS operators to 
provide additional guidance.  
 
Field/Stakeholder review: Yes  No 

If yes, reviewed by:  The Child Welfare Policy council reviewed the policy 
changes.  The draft rule was also distributed to Child Welfare LEDS Operators 
for comment.  A public hearing was held in Salem on 9-22-08. 

 
Filing Instructions:  
 
If you have any questions about this policy, contact: 
Contact(s): Harry Gilmore 
     Phone: 503 945 6685 Fax: 503 947 5072 
     E-mail: Harry.gilmore@state.or.us  

 


