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Office of Self Sufficiency Programs 

Action Request 
Transmittal 

 

Dawn Myers, Self Sufficiency Programs Design 
Program Manager 

 
Number: SS-AR-17-005 

Authorized signature  Issue date: 12/07/2017 
 
Topic: Food Benefits Due date: 12/15/2017 
 
Subject: Correcting CT coding on ABAWD cases 
 
Applies to (check all that apply): 

 All DHS employees  County Mental Health Directors 
 Area Agencies on Aging  Health Services 
 Aging and People with Disabilities   Office of Developmental 

Disabilities Services(ODDS)  Self Sufficiency Programs 
 County DD Program Managers  ODDS Children’s Intensive  

In Home Services  ODDS Children’s  
Residential Services 

 

 Stabilization and Crisis Unit (SACU) 
 Child Welfare Programs  Other (please specify):       

 

Action required:  
The SNAP program applies time limits on Able-Bodied Adults Without Dependents 
(ABAWDs) who reside in the non-waived counties. Effective January 1, 2018, the non-
waived counties in Oregon will be Benton, Clackamas, Lane, Marion, Multnomah, 
Washington and Yamhill.  
 
ABAWDs are individuals receiving SNAP who are aged 18 and not yet 50 with no child 
under the age of 18 in their filing group. Unless the participant is exempt from the 
SNAP time limit, ABAWDs living in the non-waived counties can qualify for three 
months of SNAP (in a three year period) without meeting the work requirements (this is 
considered a counting month for SNAP).  
 
The three year period in Oregon is fixed from January 1, 2016 to December 31, 2018. 
If a participant has moved to Oregon from another state, any time-limit months 
received in that other state are counted and apply during the three year period. 
 
Once the ABAWD receives the counting month, it stays with the ABAWD for the full 
three years – until December 31, 2018. This means the CT coding remains with the 
ABAWD when they: 
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 Move to a county which is not applying the SNAP time limit;  

 Move to a different SNAP household; or 

 They move to Oregon from a different state. 
 
ABAWDs who have lived in either Clackamas, Multnomah or Washington county prior 
to January 1, 2018 may have already received the three counting months. Any of the 
ABAWDs who resided in the counties mentioned above who moved to Benton, Lane, 
Marion or Yamhill county with counting months (CT’s) must be reviewed for the SNAP 
time limit in December before the timely benefit decision notice deadline.  
 
To assist with this, there are two lists of ABAWDs in the four new counties with CT 
coding.  

 The first list is of those ABAWDs on FCAS with the CT coding.  

 The second list is of those ABAWDs who have no CT coding on FCAS but have 
counting month information on the SNAP time limit screen on CI FIND.  

 
There are 124 ABAWDs in the four county area with CT coding on FCAS and 170 with 
information on CI FIND. Some of these cases were in suspend, closed or expired 
status when they were pulled using end of month October data. Also, some of these 
ABAWDs have CT1 or CT2 coding only. 
 
How to use the lists: 
 
FCAS list: 

1. Send the appropriate closing or reduction notice to ABAWDs with CT3 or CT6 
coding – if they failed to attend an ABAWD orientation session by December 19 
or they indicated they will not be doing the work-related activities. The effective 
date should be 12/31/17. 
 

2. If the ABAWD attended the ABAWD orientation session and expressed interest 
in meeting the work requirements starting in January, delay sending the 
appropriate closing or reduction notice until mid-January. Determine in the mid-
month review in January if they are participating or not.  
 
If not participating, send the appropriate reduction or closing notice for 1/31/18. 
 

3. The local area may want to closely monitor the participation of those ABAWDs 
with CT1 or CT2 coding. 

 
CI FIND list: 
In December 2016 an issue was discovered that in some instances the CT coding on 
FCAS was removed when the ABAWD moved to a waived county. In other instances, 
the CT coding was not kept with the ABAWD when they moved to a different SNAP 
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case. As a result, some SNAP cases did not have the CT coding and ABAWDS 
received incorrect benefits and over-issuances.  
 
To avoid this happening again, a list of those ABAWDs in the four counties that have 
history information on the SNAP time limit screen and do not currently have CT coding 
on FCAS was created. Again, some of these ABAWDs are on cases with suspend, 
closed or expired status as of October 2017 data pull.   
 
Because this is a history screen, the system is not able to determine if the coding was 
removed from FCAS accurately. Counting month coding is only to be removed from 
FCAS when the code was incorrectly placed on FCAS because: 
 

 The ABAWD did the work-related activities but it was noted on TRACS late; 

 The ABAWD provided information showing they had good cause for not 
completing the work activities for the month; 

 The ABAWD reported and verified they went to work 80 hours in the month; or 

 The ABAWD was exempt from the SNAP time limit for the counting month. 
 

When the CT is removed from FCAS, the removal is also to be noted on the SNAP 
time limit history screen on FIND, and the reason for the decision narrated in TRACS 
or Oregon Access. 
 
To avoid over-issuances, local offices in the new areas applying the SNAP time limit 
for January 2018, will need to review each discrepant coding and determine if the 
ABAWD needs to be coded with any CT’s on FCAS per the program. In some 
instances it was correct to have the CTs removed, and in other instances the CTs were 
incorrectly removed. The intent is to review and replace on FCAS any incorrectly 
removed CT coding and narrate. 
 
In addition, branches need to determine if the ABAWD will need to have a timely notice 
to end or reduce benefits due to the SNAP time limit for the end of December 2017. 
This is for any ABAWD who has CT3 or CT6 coding restored to FCAS. Use the same 
criteria as stated above for cases with CTs coded on FCAS list. 
 
A list of cases with coding discrepancies attached to ABAWDs is being sent to the 
branches in Benton, Lane, Marion and Yamhill counties.  
 
 
Reason for action: 
If the counting month coding is not present on FCAS and the ABAWD used the three 
counting months before January 2018, the participant could be earning an 
administrative over-issuance starting January 2018. 
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Field/stakeholder review:  Yes   No 

If yes, reviewed by:       
 
If you have any questions about this action request, contact: 

Contact(s): Anne Hilgers     503-945-9041 
Antonio Heras-Delaluz   503-945-6220 
Alma Estrada    503-945-5826 
April Pena         503-945-6481 
Meorah Solar    541-684-2475 
Carrie Haws      503-947-2682 
Rishona Hinsee  503-945-6094  
Candi Quintall    503-945-5603 
Diane Niko         503-945-7018 

Phone:       Fax: 503-373-7032  

Email: SNAP.Policy@dhsoha.state.or.us 
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