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Discussion/Interpretation:  At the request of field staff OMAP provided clarification of 
policy regarding the closure of medical assistance for clients who become 
incarcerated.  Because current provider rules contain provisions specifically addressing 
the plan’s responsibilities when a client is incarcerated, medical assistance should be 
closed effective on the final day of the month DHS is notified of the incarceration.   
 
If DHS is notified the inmate has been released before their medical benefits closed, 
the client’s medical assistance can be reopened and continue through the remainder of 
the certification. 
 
In cases where a pregnant woman receiving medical assistance through the EXT, 
GAM, MAA, MAF, OHP, OSIPM or SAC program becomes an inmate of a public 
institution, her medical benefits are suspended. When the Department is informed the 
pregnant woman is no longer an inmate, her medical benefits are reinstated--effective 
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on the first day she is no longer an inmate--if she meets the eligibility requirements of 
the program.   
 
Implementation/Transition Instructions:  When DHS staff receives notice of a 
client’s incarceration, they will end the client’s benefits with a basic decision notice, 
effective the final day of the month in which the notice is sent.  A basic decision notice 
is required to be mailed no later than the date of action given in the notice.  If the notice 
is mailed on or before the date the benefits end, it is considered an adequate notice.   
 
In cases where the client is subsequently released before the final day of the month 
their benefits will end, medical assistance can be restored once the client notifies DHS.  
 
However, if the client is released after the benefits have ended, they must be 
considered a new applicant for the Oregon Health Plan (OHP) Standard program.  The 
OHP Standard program is currently closed to new applicants.   
 
Pregnant women who have benefits that are suspended due to incarceration will have 
their medical assistance restored upon release if they are still in the protected eligibility 
time frame. 
 
Training/Communication Plan:  Managers to review policy with staff.  This policy will 
also be provided in Medical Assistance Program’s trainings.   
 
Local/Branch Action Required:  When notified of a client’s incarceration, end 
medical assistance with a basic decision notice, effective the final day of the month in 
which the notice is sent.   
 
If the client is released before the end of the month their benefits will end, restore their 
medical assistance. 
 
Central Office Action Required:  The Family Services Manual will be revised to 
provide this clarification.     
 
Field/Stakeholder review: Yes  No 

If yes, reviewed by:   
 
Filing Instructions: N/A 
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