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Under federal law, most families can only receive TANF cash grant benefits for a total 
of 60 months, or five years.  When Congress created TANF in 1996, one of its goals 
was to change cash assistance from a permanent means of support to a temporary 
one.  Congress’ intent was that adults would be more likely to pursue employment if 
they knew that there was a limit on the TANF that they could receive.   
 
Oregon was not required to change its time limit policy until 2003 because of the 
Oregon Option waiver that was in effect at the time Congress passed welfare reform.  
The Oregon Option waiver expired in July 2003, so Oregon is no longer exempt from 
the time limit provisions of the law.  As of July 2003, no family with an adult recipient 
can receive a TANF grant in excess of 60 months in Oregon except as noted below.   
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How Time Limits Work 
 
For most families, time on assistance is counted on a monthly basis.  Only months in 
which a family with an adult who receives a TANF cash grant count toward the time 
limit.  Other types of TANF-funded payments (such as TA-DVS or JOBS support 
services) do not count toward the time limit. 
 
Example 1: Clara applies for TANF on June 1 and enters the Assessment 

Program.  She receives a housing payment and payments for 
transportation and child care.  In July, she also receives payments for 
basic living expenses and other JOBS support service payments.  
Her worker opens her TANF grant on July 15th.  June would not count 
as a month on assistance toward her time limit, because she did not 
receive a TANF grant.  However, July would count toward the time 
limit, since she did receive a prorated TANF grant in that month.  
Since she receives a full month’s TANF in August, August will count 
as a month toward the time limit as well. 

 
Example 2: Jennifer applies for and receives TA-DVS in October, but does not 

receive an on-going TANF grant.  October would not count as a 
month on assistance. 

 
Months on assistance in Oregon are counted by DHS’ computer system.  However, 
months on assistance in other states also count toward the TANF time limit in Oregon.  
Staff are expected to make reasonable efforts to obtain information about how many 
months clients received TANF benefits in other states. 

Client’s TANF benefits received in other states count toward Oregon’s time limit, but all 
clients who received TANF outside of Oregon are granted an extension of TANF in 
Oregon until June 30, 2008, so long as they are cooperating with their case plan.  As of 
January 1 2007, the DHS 415F application form gathers information about TANF 
received in other states.  Staff are to verify with other states the number of months that 
families (with an adult recipient) received TANF in the other state and record that 
information in a TRACS narrative.  A later release of TRACS will have the ability to add 
TANF months in other states to the number of months received in Oregon. 
 
Months That Do Not Count Toward Time Limits 
 
Months in which no adult or minor parent head-of-household was in the TANF benefit 
group do not count toward the TANF time limit.  Examples include months in which: 
 

• A non-needy caretaker relative headed the TANF household. 
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• One or both parents were ineligible non-citizens and did not receive TANF 
for themselves. 

• One or both parents were receiving SSI. 

• One or both parents were ineligible for some other reason, such as an 
Intentional Program Violation, Fugitive Felon or Probation/Parole violation 
status, etc. 

Months in which a family with a parent receiving a TANF grant lived in Indian Country 
(as defined in federal law) where 50% or more of the adults in the region are 
unemployed.  It is important to recognize that the federal definition of “Indian Country” 
means more than just tribal lands or reservations.  A number of counties in Oregon are 
classified as Indian Country.  Also, the number of unemployed adults is different than 
the Employment Department’s unemployment rate.  Taking the entire population of 
people who are employed and comparing that with the number of adults of any age in 
the total population determines the number of unemployed adults in a region.  Workers 
will not be responsible to make this calculation.  If clients believe that they meet the 
conditions listed here, they will have the ability to dispute their closure of benefits in 
hearings and to present evidence that they meet those conditions.  Clients should be 
aware that simply living in Indian Country does not exempt their months from the time 
limits. 
 
Months in which an individual received a TANF grant as a child on a case do not count 
toward the time limit. 

Extending Time on TANF Past Five Years 

Families can receive TANF beyond five years under some circumstances.  States have 
the ability to exempt up to 20% of their TANF cases from time limit requirements.  
Families can continue to receive a TANF grant in excess of 60 months when an adult 
or teen parent client: 
 

• Is a victim of domestic violence; 

• Has a certified learning disability; 

• Has a verifiable alcohol and drug or mental health condition that keeps them 
from obtaining or keeping employment; 

• Is a parent caring for a family member who has a disability, is in the home, and 
is not attending school full-time. 

• Has a physical disability as defined by the Americans with Disabilities Act; 
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• Has a child with a disability, which prevents the parent from getting or keeping 
employment; 

• Has or have been battered or subject to extreme cruelty based on the fact that 
a member of the filing group has been subjected to: 

- Physical acts that resulted in, or threatened to result in, physical injury to 
the individual; 

- Sexual abuse; 

- Sexual activity involving a dependent child; 

- Being forced as the caretaker relative of a dependent child to engage in 
nonconsensual sexual acts or activities; 

- Threats of, or attempts at, physical or sexual abuse; 

- Mental abuse; or 

- Neglect or deprivation of medical care. 

 
Verification of the learning disability, alcohol and drug or mental health condition, or 
physical disability must be from a source that is less than two years old. 
 
Extensions can be granted for up to five years at a time under the provisions of  
OAR 461-135-0075. 
 
TANF assistance will not be extended to any family that is not cooperating with a case 
plan. 
 
To be eligible for an extension of TANF, families must be otherwise eligible for TANF 
except for the time limit. 
 
If a family qualifies for assistance under an extension, all disqualifications received 
while the family was on assistance in Oregon remain on the client’s case record. 
 
Implementation/Transition Instructions:  

System Changes 
TRACS will display the number of months that a family received TANF in Oregon with 
the next TRACS release, set for March 2006.  In the meantime, staff can find out the 
number of months a family has received TANF in Oregon by accessing View Direct 
report WFR1170R-A.  TRACS staff are developing a way to input the number of 
months of TANF receipt in other states into the DHS computer system. There is no 
expected implementation date, but when it becomes available we will notify staff. 
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Training/Communication Plan:  
Training 

In addition to information in the Family Services Manual that was effective January 1 
2007, CAF will provide two Netlink sessions for Line Managers and lead workers 
concerning the implementation of the time limit policy.  We expect that the Netlink 
sessions will be in April 2007. 
 

Notifying Clients 
CAF will be notifying clients in the early part of 2007 about their time limit status.  
Clients who have been on TANF for 42 months will receive notices.  DHS will be 
sending these notices out monthly.  Clients may have questions about the exact 
number of months they have remaining on TANF.  Since the computer display that 
allows staff to know the exact number of months is not yet ready, we suggest that staff 
remind clients that almost no families will close due to time limits prior to July, 2008.  
We also suggest that workers encourage clients to begin or continue to participate in 
JOBS activities that will lead to self-sufficiency. 
 
Local/Branch Action Required:  

Branch Action 
The only families that will lose TANF eligibility due to time limits prior to June 30, 2008 
are families who have reached 60 months on TANF in another state, and fail, without 
good cause, to participate in case plan activities.  If staff believe that a client meets 
those two conditions, call the TANF program policy analysts listed below.  No other 
TANF cases will close prior to June 30, 2008. 
Otherwise, staff should expect calls from clients regarding their letters.  Staff should 
use the calls from clients to reinforce the message that cooperation with the JOBS 
program is essential to moving toward employment and self-sufficiency.  Staff should 
encourage clients to use this opportunity to work closely with the JOBS program so as 
to avoid the time limits. 
If you have questions concerning the new policy, you can contact Jeff Stell or Xochitl 
Esparza, TANF Program Analysts, by GroupWise or by phone at (503) 945-6542 for 
Jeff or (503 945-7016 for Xochitl. 
 
Central Office Action Required:  
 
Field/Stakeholder review: Yes  No 

If yes, reviewed by:   
 
Filing Instructions:  
 
 
If you have any questions about this policy, contact: 
Contact(s): Jeff Stell or Xochitl Esparza, TANF Program Analysts 
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     Phone: (503) 945-6542 for Jeff or (503 945-
7016 for Xochitl 

Fax:       

     E-mail: GroupWise: Stell,Jeff or Esparza,Xochitl 
 

 


