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Discussion/interpretation: 
1) Temporary Assistance for Domestic Violence Survivors (TA-DVS) is an important 

resource to survivors of domestic violence. We serve over 6,000 families each year 
in the program. Based on requests from the field for additional guidance in specific 
areas, the policies for this program have been updated to include new examples 
and clarifications. For example, the policy will now include information on eligibility: 
When the abuser is in jail (TA-DVS A (1)); Interviewing the client (TA-DVS B (1)); 
Eligibility clarifications (TA-DVS E (A)); Payment considerations (TA-DVS K (1)). 
Please refer to the FSM advance copy for the updates on the above. 

 
2) A major change is the development of policy that addresses use of motels. On 

July 1, 2013, you will find this updated policy at: TA-DVS K – Issuing Payments 
and Notification, #3. Motel Use. 
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TA-DVS funds address specific crisis situations where safety is at risk due to domestic 
violence. TA-DVS funds cannot be used to meet ongoing or recurrent needs such as 
ongoing rent and utilities. This includes ongoing use of a motel. TA-DVS funds can 
only be used during the 90-day eligibility period. A payment for use of a motel is 
intended to meet temporary safety needs when no other suitable public or private 
housing is available.  More than 50 percent of the TA-DVS allocation should only 
rarely be used to pay for motels. 
 
Consider the following when agreeing to make a motel payment: 
 

 What other housing options are available to the client? 

- Domestic violence shelters (in the area or outside of the area); 

- Homeless shelters; 

- Other programs that provided motel/hotel vouchers1; 

- Staying with family or friends; 

- Any funds the client has available should be used prior to DHS agreeing to 
pay for a motel. 

 The Domestic Violence Assistance Agreement (DHS 1543M - scheduled to be 
on the Forms server by the end of the month) must include the need for 
motel/hotel and the expected length of stay; 

 Approvals should be limited to the minimum necessary nights to keep someone 
safe. If a client has additional safety needs, then further nights (within the 
financial limits noted above) can be approved; 

 The survivor must actively seek permanent safe housing or a continued 
motel/hotel stay request should be denied; 

 No person except the victim and their children should be staying overnight in the 
motel room; 

 The victim is responsible for following the motel rules and for any fees or 
additional charges such as smoking fees, pet fees, damage to the room or theft 
of motel property; 

 If TA-DVS funds are still available, a branch can decide to use the remaining 
TA-DVS funds to pay for repairs or minor damage in order to maintain good 
relationships with the motel; 

                                      
1
 This is not intended to prevent local districts from entering into agreements with domestic violence service providers to reimburse 

their costs for motel stays or shelter nights. (See TA-DVS H.1). 

http://dhsmanuals.hr.state.or.us/EligManual/05dv-h.htm#Shelter
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 If the victim has applied for and received TA-DVS in the past 12 months and the 
funds were used for a motel/hotel, the Domestic Violence Assistance Agreement 
(DHS 1543) should not include further motel/hotel stays except under an 
extreme emergency situation and then for the minimum necessary nights, but no 
longer than one week. It is recommended that these payments be staffed with a 
manager or lead worker; 

 Payments should be paid directly to the motel as a vendor or dual payee check.  

3) In addition, as the result of a CI request from the field and the Domestic Violence 
Assistance Agreement (DHS 1543) has been updated and simplified. English 
versions are now available on the Forms server and will be followed soon with 
translated versions. 
 

4) An addendum to the Domestic Violence Assistance Agreement (DHS 1543) called 
the DH 1543M has been developed that outlines motel use information for clients 
who are requesting motel stays. 

 
If you have questions about the changes to the FSM or DHS 1543, please refer to the 
contact information below. 
 
Implementation/transition instructions: 
 
Training/communication plan: The information has been shared with the training unit 
and will be made part of ongoing training. 
 
Local/branch action required:  Review with staff. 
 
Central Office action required: Share information with training unit and provide 
consultation to field staff as needed. 
 
Field/stakeholder review:  Yes   No 

If yes, reviewed by: Reviewed by DHS domestic violence point people. 
 
Filing Instructions: N/A 
 
If you have any questions about this policy, contact: 

Contact(s): Carol Krager 

Phone: 503-945-5931 Fax: 503-373-7032 

Email: Carol.krager@dhsoha.state.or.us 
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