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Discussion/interpretation:  
 
This transmittal provides an advance summary and link to SSP administrative rules 
(including many that apply to Aging and People with Disabilities (APD) programs) that 
will be effective October 1, 2019, unless otherwise noted. These rules will be included 
in the rules site by October 1, 2019 and will also be at 
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/displayChapterRules.action?selectedChapter=90 
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The Department has delayed the effective date of the rule amendments included in the 
APD Notice of Permanent Rulemaking; due to a timely request received by an 
interested member of the public to postpone the effective date of the amendments to 
allow an extension in the public comment period.  For that reason, the following rules 
will have an effective date of 10/22/2019: 461-115-0050, 461-115-0071, 461-115-
0230, 461-135-0845, 461-140-0020, 461-145-0130, 461-155-0250, 461-160-0620, 
461-170-0011 
 
OAR 461-110-0370 about filing groups in the SNAP program is being amended to 
make permanent temporary changes to the rule that became effective July 15, 2019 
that allow inclusion of individuals receiving SSI from California in the SNAP filing 
group. The rule is also being amended to refer to a rule listing federal poverty levels 
rather than listing the levels. These amendments align SNAP filing group rules with 
recent legislative changes to SSI SNAP program benefits in California, remove gender 
specific text from the rule, and end the need to update the rule when the federal 
poverty level is changed, which usually occurs annually.  
 
OAR 461-115-0050 about when an application must be filed is being amended to 
clarify and broaden the conditions under which a new application is not required to 
redetermine eligibility in the OSIP, OSIPM, and QMB programs. These amendments 
align the rule with current practices, federal regulations, and MAGI medical policy.   
 
OAR 461-115-0071 about who must sign the application and complete the application 
process is being amended to allow an applying individual’s community spouse, 
meeting specific criteria, to sign and complete the application process for long-term 
care.  It is also being amended to allow an individual’s authorized representative and 
certain members excluded from the filing group to sign and complete the application 
process for SNAP. These changes will clarify the process for applications for long term 
care services, clarify the process for OSIPM eligibility when the applicant passes away 
prior to an eligibility determination, and better align with federal regulation.  They also 
bring the rule into alignment with current practices and federal regulations of the SNAP 
program.   
 
OAR 461-115-0230 about interviews is being amended for the OSIPM and QMB 
programs to remove the reference to electronic information, to allow more persons the 
ability to complete the interview on behalf of the applying individual, and to eliminate 
the interview requirement for all Medicare Savings Program recipients at 
redetermination, with the exception of QMB-DW.  It is also being amended for the 
SNAP program to allow applicants to receive notice of missed interview by their 
preferred method, rather than only regular mail; as well as to permit more individuals to 
complete the annual interview. These changes will align the rule with current 
regulations, policies, and practices regarding eligibility interviews.   
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OAR 461-135-0492 about applications, interviews, and verification for the Disaster 
SNAP (DSNAP) program is being amended to clarify when an application is needed 
for DSNAP, when verification may be requested by the Department, and how income 
is treated when eligibility is determined.  These changes support mass implementation 
of DSNAP, which is possible through the Integrated Eligibility system. 
 
OAR 461-135-0493 about eligibility and the benefit amount in the Disaster SNAP 
(DSNAP) program is being amended to add references to defined terms and income 
limit rules. These amendments clarify income limits and benefit amounts for the 
DSNAP program for individuals not already receiving SNAP benefits. These changes 
also support mass implementation of DSNAP, which is possible through the Integrated 
Eligibility system. 
 
OAR 461-135-0494 about the treatment in the Disaster SNAP program of households 
already certified and receiving SNAP benefits is being amended to add eligibility 
requirements for DSNAP supplements, DSNAP benefit determination, and 
replacement of the value of food already purchased with SNAP after a presidentially 
declared “Major Disaster.”  These changes support mass implementation of DSNAP, 
which is possible through the Integrated Eligibility system. 
 
OAR 461-135-0505 about categorical eligibility for the SNAP program is being 
amended to align with a federal regulation change in SNAP eligibility for participants 
who have lottery or gambling winnings. The amendment will lower the existing cap for 
SNAP recipients with lottery winnings and create a cap for SNAP recipients with 
gambling winnings. 
 
OAR 461-135-0520 about time limits and special requirements in the SNAP program 
for able-bodied adults without dependents (ABAWD) needs to be amended to allow 
the Department to temporarily make an additional attempt to engage the participant 
with the Oregon Employment Department for employment services and training by 
establishing, for October through December 2019, a discretionary exemption from time 
limits that allows ABAWDs residing in specific areas in Oregon to continue to receive 
SNAP for one or more additional months without having to meet work requirements. 
 
OAR 461-135-0570 about eligible and ineligible students in the SNAP program is 
being amended to ease some of the SNAP restrictions that apply to higher education 
students attending half-time to full-time in certain four-year non-post-baccalaureate 
programs. It is also being amended to remove SNAP restrictions for higher education 
students with a meal plan that provides 50 percent or less of their weekly meals and to 
clarify eligibility requirements for students approved for federal or state work study. 
These amendments will ease eligibility for students of higher education enrolled in an 
employment and training program or course of study that would lead to employment, 
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for students with certain meal plans, and for students in a work study program; 
consistent with federal regulations. The changes make permanent temporary 
amendments that became effective July 1, 2019. 
 
OAR 461-135-0780 about eligibility for Pickle Amendment clients in the OSIPM 
program was temporarily amended effective July 23, 2019 to correctly adjust the 
standards which were amended with incorrect amounts effective January 1, 2019.  
These amendments correctly reflect the annual federal cost of living adjustments that 
happens every January.  These amendments keep Oregon in line with current federal 
standards for Department Medicaid programs and changes in the cost of living.   
 
OAR 461-135-0845 about valuation of life estate, transfer on death deeds, 
reversionary interest, and property is being amended to define the term spouse and 
broaden it to include a domestic partner for programs other than medical assistance 
programs; establish interest as the full value of multi-party financial accounts at 
insured institutions and credit unions; establish interest in a payable on death account 
and personal property for assistance recovery purposes; and establish how the value 
of real property, personal property, and other assets both included in and excluded 
from the probate estate of the deceased spouse are determined. These amendments 
make the rule text more concise, address more situations, and align the rule with 
current practices.   
 
OAR 461-140-0020 about the availability of resources is being amended to align how 
the OSPIM and QMB-DW programs treat jointly-owned resources with other programs 
by limiting the availability of jointly-owned resources to the extent the member owns 
the resource.  This change will align the rule with other programs and Integrated 
Eligibility. 
 
OAR 461-145-0130 about the treatment of earned income is being amended to 
exclude income of temporary U.S. Census Bureau employees hired to assist in taking 
the census for the OSIPM program. This rule change aligns the treatment of this 
income with other programs and Integrated Eligibility. 
 
OAR 461-145-0830 about deeming the assets of a sponsor of a noncitizen is being 
amended to clarify the steps and add calculations describing how income of a sponsor 
is deemed to a sponsored noncitizen SNAP applicant, bringing the rule into closer 
alignment with current practices and federal regulations. 
 
OAR 461-155-0180 about income standards affecting self-sufficiency programs is 
being amended to make annual cost-of-living adjustments to the income standards, 
allowing these programs to maintain support of low-income individuals and families at 
current levels. 
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OAR 461-155-0190 about income and payment standards in the SNAP program is 
being amended to make annual cost-of-living adjustments to the income limits and 
payment standards, staying current with federal policy. 
 
OAR 461-155-0250 about income and payment standards for the OSIPM program is 
being amended to clarify a section of the rule that pertains to individuals in a nursing 
facility by clarifying that the provision regarding individuals in a nursing facility pertains 
specifically to those receiving Medicaid services in a nursing facility.  This amendment 
aligns the rule with current process and the intent of the rule. 
 
OAR 461-160-0040 about eligible dependent care cost deductions and coverage is 
being changed to define and expand the types of allowable dependent care costs in 
the SNAP program. 
 
OAR 461-160-0420 about the shelter cost in the SNAP program used to set the shelter 
deduction from income is being amended to make annual adjustments, keeping 
benefits in line with client need. 
 
OAR 461-160-0430 about income deductions in the SNAP program is being amended 
to make annual adjustments to the income deductions, keeping benefits in line with 
client need. 
 

OAR 461-160-0620 about income deductions and client liability for Long Term Care 
Services and Waivered Services is being amended to make permanent a change to 
the rule effective July 1, 2019 that adjusted these standards to reflect the annual 
federal cost of living adjustments that happen every January.  These amendments 
keep Oregon in line with current federal standards for Department Medicaid programs 
and changes to the Minimum Monthly Maintenance Needs Allowance (MMMNA) and 
community spouse monthly housing allowance under the Spousal Impoverishment 
laws.   
 
OAR 461-165-0060 about the minimum benefit amount in the Refugee, SNAP, and 
TANF programs will be amended to insert the rule reference for the minimum benefit 
amount in the SNAP program if the Food and Nutrition Service announces a change in 
this amount. 
 
OAR 461-165-0180 about the eligibility of child care providers is being amended to 
clarify the date a child care provider may become ineligible for payment from the 
Department. The rule is also being changed to clarify and list training requirements of 
certain legally exempt providers. These amendments allow the Department to begin 
ineligibility for payment based on when requirements were no longer being met and 
requires providers to remain current on safety trainings. 
 
OAR 461-170-0011 about changes that must be reported is being amended to reflect 
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that ABAWDs residing in time limit areas in the TBA reporting system need to report 
when their work hours go below 20 hours per week, aligning with current policy. The 
rule is also being amended to add a reporting requirement for those in SRS reporting 
who have lottery or gambling winnings equal to or in excess of $3,500, aligning it with 
new federal regulations.  It is also being amended to indicate that a change in resource 
needs to be reported for the QMB BAS, QMB SMB, and QMB SMF programs, aligning 
the reporting requirement for Integrated Eligibility. 
 
OAR 461-190-0310 about the SNAP Training and Employment Program (STEP) 
components and activities is being amended to reflect the ending of the Oregon Food 
Stamp Employment Transition (OFSET) program and to clarify to whom the STEP 
program is available. 
 

Implementation/transition instructions:  
 

Training/communication plan:  

sdf 

Local/branch action required: Review changes with staff who determine eligibility. 

Central office action required: N/A 

Field/stakeholder review:    Yes    No 

If yes, reviewed by:   Most of these rules were reviewed by a Rules Advisory 
Committee (RAC) for Self-Sufficiency Programs (SSP) or 
Aging and People with Disabilities (APD) 

Filing instructions: N/A 

If you have any questions about this policy, contact: 

Contact(s): See the Contact List in the Family Services Manual (section C of the 
Introduction chapter) for the appropriate analyst to contact with policy questions. For 
questions about the rules site, contact Meorah A Solar, Coordinator of SSP and APD 
Medical Program Rules & Hearings. 

Phone: (541) 684-2475 Fax: (503) 373-7032 

Email: meorah.a.solar@dhsoha.state.or.us 
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