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What’s the new change? 
In April 2022, Oregon will begin to utilize a new deduction for certain households as 
required by federal regulations under Section 4004 of the Agriculture Improvement Act 
of 2018 (the Act). This deduction is called the Homeless Shelter Deduction (HSD) and 
is meant to help Oregonians that don’t have permanent housing but still incur shelter 
costs. Although the official name is Homeless Shelter Deduction, it impacts persons 
who are “houseless”, meaning they lack a fixed regular and adequate nighttime 
residence and includes living in an emergency shelter; shared housing with others due 
to loss of housing or economic hardship; and staying in motels, cars, parks, public 
places, tents, trailers, or other similar settings. Oregon is their Home.  

https://www.fns.usda.gov/snap/fy19-homeless-shelter-deduction-memo
https://www.fns.usda.gov/snap/fy19-homeless-shelter-deduction-memo
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What do I need to do? 
To be eligible for the HSD an applicant must identify themselves to be houseless. This 
will be done through the application process (paper, applicant portal or telephone) 
when on the Living Arrangement screen “Homeless” or “Homeless shelter” is chosen.  
 
Additionally, if any of the following are chosen a new question will appear: 
· Domestic Violence Shelter or Safe Home 
· Someone else's home 
· Other 
· Commercial Boarding House 
 
This is the new question and the explanation that will display in the “Living 
Arrangement Screen”:  
 
"Are you homeless? Homeless can mean you are living in a shelter, motel, car, public 
place, campsite, or other similar place. It can also mean living with another family or 
person for a short amount of time due to losing your housing.”  
 
As with other shelter costs, households will not be required to verify the costs they 
are incurring. When a participant indicates they are houseless, and are not receiving 
all shelter for free, the ONE system will screen their case to see if the household 
benefits from receiving the HSD. Oregonians who do not incur any shelter costs will 
not be eligible for the deduction.  
 
This is not something the worker needs to calculate. The ONE system will 
automatically compare the calculated amount of the Excess Shelter Deduction to the 
HSD. Whichever of these two amounts is higher, will be utilized in the calculation to 
determine the monthly SNAP allotment.  
 
Note: Excess shelter deduction = (Rent + Utilities) minus (Half of countable income 
after all other deductions). 
 
In addition, a new Shelter Expense type to tell ONE when participants are not 
receiving their shelter for free is being added; the new expense type is “Working for 
Housing” and should be chosen whenever the houseless filing group is doing some 
kind of work/bartering in exchange for the cost of their shelter. Do not use this option if 
there are any allowable shelter costs coded. 
 
When will Homeless Shelter Deduction start to be used? 
The ONE system will be updated effective 03/02/22 and impacted cases that meet the 
criteria for the deduction will begin to display the Homeless Shelter Deduction 
beginning with April 2022 EDGs.  
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The following actions will support this change: 
SNAP Calculator Update 
The SNAP online calculator is being updated to include the HSD calculation. A check 
box is being added to indicate a household is homeless. This will trigger the online 
calculator to compare the Excess Shelter Deduction to the HSD and will use the larger 
of the two amounts to determine SNAP benefits.  
 
Forms and applications updated 
The HSD amount will be updated annually in October along with other Cost of Living 
Allowances (COLA) and Standard changes updated at that time. For federal fiscal year 
2022, the HSD amount is set at $159.73, which is included in the SNAP section of the 
DHS 5530.  
 
In addition, the homeless question will be added to the DHS 415F and DHS 615S. 
OPEN is being updated with information related to the HSD and should be available in 
the 4/1/22 planned release.  
 
Training Communication Plan: 

Information about the HSD will be shared in policy related meetings including Lead 
Engagement meeting, Policy Q&A and the next SNAP-Chat hour. A short message will 
be shared in the “Bee in the Know.”  
 
In March, Take the Time for Training (TT4T) will include a special training for this and 
other SNAP changes.  
 
Training Dates - Scheduled via TT4T on March 8, 2022 and March 9, 2022.  It is 
strongly encouraged that all staff who determine eligibility for SNAP attend one of the 
days. For staff who are unable to attend one of the dates above, the training unit will 
post a recorded session in the TT4T library. 

 
Discussion: 
Congress created the HSD to give access to additional SNAP benefits to households 
that lack permanent housing but still incur shelter-related costs, such as charges for 
hotel and motel rooms, homeless shelters, payments to relatives and friends with 
whom they are staying, telephone charges, and the cost of staying in their cars. 
 
Although many houseless households may have no income and therefore will receive 
the maximum SNAP benefit, the Homeless Shelter Deduction can assist those 
individuals that have income and do incur shelter costs by enabling them to deduct 
$159.73 directly from their net income. The Excess Shelter Deduction, on the other 
hand, is only the allowable if the total housing costs (shelter plus utilities) exceed 50% 
of the adjusted income. The HSD can result in a large difference in SNAP benefits. 

https://sharedsystems.dhsoha.state.or.us/DHSForms/Served/de5530.pdf?CFGRIDKEY=DHS%205530,,DHS%20Combined%20Standards%20(includes%20SNAP,%20ERDC,%20TANF,%20APD%20and%20OHP)%20-%20recycle%20prior%20versions,de5530.pdf,,,,,,,,,,,../FORMS/-,,../FORMS/-,
https://sharedsystems.dhsoha.state.or.us/DHSForms/Served/de0415f.pdf?CFGRIDKEY=DHS%200415F,0415F,Application%20for%20Services%20(Food%20benefits,%20cash,%20child%20care,domestic%20violence)%20,de0415f.pdf,,,,,,,,,,,https://apps.state.or.us/onlineApplication/,Click%20here%20for%20the%20food%20benefits%20(SNAP)%20on%20line%20application,../FORMS/-,
https://sharedsystems.dhsoha.state.or.us/DHSForms/Served/de0615s.pdf?CFGRIDKEY=DHS%200615s,,Supplemental%20Nutrition%20Assistance%20Program%20(SNAP)%20(Food%20benefits)%20Recertification%20Application,De0615s.pdf,,,,,,,,,,,../FORMS/-,,../FORMS/-,
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